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THE FIRST ANNUAL SPRING
COMMENCEMENT
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS OF THE PERMIAN BASIN 
ODESSA, TEXAS
SATURDAY, MAY THE EIGHTEENTH 




CONCERT Odessa High School Band
Odessa High School Band
SPECIAL MUSIC
INVOCATION Reverend Mike Miller 
United Campus Ministry 
Odessa High School Band
WELCOME REMARKS Dr. B.H. Amstead, President
CERTIFICATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES
Dr. James L. Colwell
Dean of the College of Arts and Education
Dr. Lee Harrisberger
Dean of the College of Science and Engineering
Dr. J. Edwin Becht 
Dean of the College of Management
Dr. V. R. Cardozier
Vice President for Academic Affairs and 
Chairman of the Graduate Council
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Dr. B. H. Amstead, President
CONFERRING OF DEGREES
The Honorable Edward Clark 
Regent, The University of Texas System
AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS
Dr. B. H. Amstead, President
INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The Honorable John Ben Shepperd
Odessa High School BandRECESSIONAL
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE RECESSIONAL THERE WILL BE THE DEDICATION OF THE 
NEW FLAGPOLES IN HONOR OF THE FIRST GRADUATING CLASS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TEXAS OF THE PERMIAN BASIN AND THE BICENTENNIAL OF AMERICAN FREEDOM BY THE 
HONORABLE EDWARD CLARK. FOLLOWING THE DEDICATION WILL BE THE PRESIDENT’S 
RECEPTION ON THE MESA LEVEL. EVERYONE IS INVITED.
PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND EDUCATION
For the Bachelor of Arts Degree
Major Home Town
Bruce 0. Behrendt History Odessa
Aida H. Carrasco Spanish Midland
Brenda B. Connelly Psychology Houston
Myrtie L. Cruce History Midland
Gatha J. Dodson Physical Education Odessa
Tanya M. Dorfler Creative Writing Big Spring
Helen M. Fox Spanish Midland
Joretta K. Garner Sociology Odessa
Kuita Hall Spanish Odessa
Ann Hart Psychology Odessa
Kathy L. Jones Literature Odessa
Susan P. McHan Sociology Odessa
Patricia Metts Art Midland
Mary E. Parke American Literature Midland
Rangson Prasertsri Government Bangkok, Thailand
Darlene J. Rose Physical Education El Paso
Cynthia A. Smith Art Odessa
Jearld V. Smith Government Snyder
Mary M. Taylor History Odessa
Gertrude M. Thomason Literature Midland
Phyllis R, Tippit Literature Odessa
Constance Wagner Literature Odessa
COLLEGE OF MANAGEMENT
For the Bachelor of Arts Degree
Paul G. Alexander Law Enforcement Management Snyder
Frank J. Dorn Law Enforcement Management Bedford
Seborn W. Greer Law Enforcement Management Corsicana
Paul A, Herrera Economics Midland
Fred W. Martin Law Enforcement Management Dallas
For the Bachelor of Business Administration Degree
Mario N. Contreras Management Odessa
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING





















The Faculty Commencement Committee
Kent Bulkley Charles McKinney
Scott Irwin Charles McCally
Robert McIntire J. Tillapaugh,
Chairman
The mace used in the academic procession was designed by 
President B.H. Amstead and carved by B. Gen. H.W. Hise USMC 
(Ret.)—Executive Director of Development.
The mace is constructed primarily of koa wood from the slopes of the 
Hawaiian volcano, Mauna Kea. The flame at the top of the mace was 
hand carved from West Texas mesquite. The mace symbolizes the 
power and authority vested in the University. Each of the four sides 
below the flame are carved. The lone star, representing the state of 
Texas; a pump jack, representing the oil industry which has made West 
Texas and the Permian Basin famous; a lamp, symbolizing the quest for 
knowledge; and, the logo of The University of Texas of the Permian 
Basin.
Each of the four sides of the bottom of the mace are also carved. The 
number 1112 commemorates the initial enrollment at the University in 
the fall of 1973. The number 40 commemorates the number of degree 
candidates at the first graduation period. The year 1969 commemorates 
the date that The University of Texas of the Permian Basin was 
established by the Legislature of the State of Texas. The year 1974 
commemorates the year of the first commencement ceremonies.
The lower portion of the shaft is carved with two rings representing the 
first two years of college required for admission to UT-Permian Basin. 
The upper part of the shaft is carved with three rings. The first two 
representing the junior and senior years, and the third ring representing 
graduate studies.
